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SINGAPORE TECHNOCRAY

| SINGAPORE 1+

DRUGS

The problem of Drug taking, like any
other social evils, in the so called free
world has become even more acute. In
S'pore it 1s no exception. The fact that
this problem is more severe compared with
1970 can be deduced from the qualitative
and quantitative changes in this problem.
The number of drug abusers have been inc-
reasing alarmingly and the drugs involved
are dangerous drugs such as morphine and
heroin.

what has given rise to the increasing
acuteness of this world wide social pro-
blem? In actual fact ,the severity of the
increasing social crimes in the capitali-
st world indicates that the system is he-
ading for its imminent doom. In a desper-
ate move to rescue itself from collapsina
imperialism and its network push drugs tc
the people especially the youth in an at-
tempt to divert their energy from healt-
hy activities. But, this yenomous Plot is
bound to fail.

would there be no solution to this pr-
oblem? Certainly yes. To tackle any soci-
al problem, we must do it at the root ca-
use ie. the social system. A govt that c-
an only clamour, impose fines and punish-
es offenders would not solve the problem,
not even if it has a set of strict requl-
ations, a team of well trained personnel
and propagandists.

We are against the enactment cf strict
laws to deal with criminals. But, we do
not agree with criminal acts. Criminals
are the products of an illness-stricken
social system. Hence the mask of seemin-
gly responsible govt, imposing stringent
rules on criminals, must be stripped off,

FAMILY ALANNING

Family Planming is neot in any way in-
tended to alleviate the adverse economic
situation of the lower stratum of the
society. On the contrary it is used to
subjugate the poor. The poor have no al-
ternative means to jobs, Pprivate housing
or schools. Disincentives and penalties
such as deprivation of housing, materni-
ty leave, accouchment fees and income
tax relief have hit hard directly at the
poor - the 75% of the population who earn
less than $400 per month.

Family Planning in Singapore does not
stop at Singaporeans. It is a weapon aga-
inst the Malaysians and workers from oth-
er countries who work here. Inhuman regu-
lations like rejection of marriage appro-
val, withdrawal of work permit, failure
to renew the alien's stay in Singapore,
loss of medical, educational and housing
benefits are imposed against those who
refuse to be sterilized. Such policies
formulated under the guise of "prevention
of pregnancy from the standpoint of the
health of the individual or the happiness
of the family" can no more hold!

CHINA [RiP

Since Nixon's visit to the People's
republic of China,msny foreigners have
also been to this socialist country. At
present, trips to China by prominent pols
itical figures seem very fascinating and
honourable.

Now, it is Lee Kuan Yew's turn. His
visit to China has brought wide specula-
tions among many people. What is the
implication of this? Questions like. On
what interests did Lee Kuan Yew make
this trip to the PeopleSRepublic of Chi-
na? etc arise.

The Chinese Premier, Hua Kuo-feng had
reiterated the stand of China, "Being a
socialist state, China supports all rev-
olutionary. struggles of all countries in
the world." However, she will stick to
the five basic principles of peaceful co-
existence-non-interference in internal
affairs ot other nations. The Chinese
wanted to unite with the Third World
countries .to fight against the attempt
of imperialism and social imperialism
to dominate the world. As regard to the

internal affairs of individual nations,
it would be left to the people to decide
for themselves.

Whether or not Lee Kuan Yew is foll-
owing Nixon and Razak's foot step to
China to gain personal interest for the
coming general elections in S'pore is
left to be justified by time.

But, the fact that more and more cou-
ntries especially the Third World count-
ries are having diplomatic relations wi-
th the PeoplesRepublic of China has bec-
ome a trend. The trend and tide foreed
many obstinate and staunch anti-commun-
ist political figures to visit the Peop-
le Republic of China.
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORIL BoARD

The S'pore Polytechnic Students'Union
enjoys a less popularity among the peo-
ple as compared with the University of
S'pore Students® Union. This can be attr-
ibuted to the activities that SPSU has
organised in the past, which were either
academic or self-indulgent in nature. Ne-
vertheless, SPSU had also some glorious
reminiscences which were intermittent in
her history in the 60's. In 1974, SPSU
and USSU came together to take up several
social issues through which the aspirati-
ons of the poeple were voiced out. These
issues include, anti-bus fare hike, Help
Bangladesh Flood Relief Campaign, J.B.
Squatters and Retrenchment Research Cent-
re. Unfortunately, these activities that
SPSU involved were not brought to the kn-
owledge of the people thro' our official
organ, S'pore Technocrat.

The public must be anxious and concer-
ned of the new Union of S'pore University

students after the reconstitution of USSU
Would the new Union have the same fate as

NUSU or even worse€?

At present, wny is it the only autono-
mous students' union left in S'pore -
SPSU is facing a financial crisis? What
would happen to her future? We believe
this series of questions shoud be a con-
cern of the public too.

We hope that through our publication
- St'pore Technocrat - we can make known
to the public the activities and happen-
ings in our students circle. Besides, we
we also like to give our sincere opinions
and criticisms with regard to things hap-
pening around us. Through this publicati-
on, we hope to promote a healthy relati-
onship between the public and us. However,
there are bound to have shortcomings like
infantile views or even incorrect views.
We sincerely welcome constructive criti-
cisms and suggestions so as %o help us
progress along in our work.
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Tum-taking azai= 2i% tae reallines
recacly. 2° Amsrizan schocl siude=cs
are ox érues. Zmgligs scaool staderis are
e 2rags. "rinese sc2o50]l studernts are or
&ruge. Screamel tre press, radic anl e-
lovigice. In Cotoder 13570, ne same ~yst-
eris was played up. Then, it was woite
pille, KX pills and s8c cr. Tnis time
there is a jualitative dif’erence. =ard
¢rugs, like herclin, moririre ezc are re-

<2 be commor.y ccnsuxed, However,
tae strikine sirilarity of both periods
is <hat studer.ts are rerorted to be the
main culprit in drug taking. This, we
mow, is not true, as drug taking also
occur ir the army, where "big dog eats
gmalil dog”" and the business community
wnere "blz fish eats small fish." But un-
forturately, these are the areas in which
our restrained journalists are not paid
%0 look into.

Nevertheless, the news media and the
machines of the government poured their
fervent attack on the youth of our socie-
ty, as if they are the hard core of peo-
rle who "just want to take drug". Hence,
characteristically, the authorities began
to attack the symptom of the problem in-
stead of the root cause. As a result, the
more they yelled about the drug problsm
the more the problem remained, and spread.

What then are the root causes of
this problem and why do the very actions
of the authorities provoke more drug tak-
ing? Why is the youth singled out to be
the target of propaganda when obviously
they are not the only ones? Do drug add-
icts have a chance to be rehabilitated?

ROOT CAUSE )] -~ THE PRESSURE FROM_THE TOP

It is well known that the school
system has undergone some very dramatic
changes. These changes are aimed at sh-
arpening the competition between students
such that it has become "usual"” for more
parents to employ tutors to coach their
children. Needless to say, those poorer
families who cannot afford private tutors
loose out.

Nevertheless both rich and poor stu-
dents face pressure to compete fiercely
from their parents, who are themselves
influenced by the schools meritocratic
system. These pressures intensified when
the government instituted further measu-
res to discriminate between "bright" and
"weak"” students and to accredit harmful
*high-horse"” feelings to the former.
Discrimination is further increased with
the concept that thosé earning $750 and
above are "good breed" while those below

g
are "bed breed®. legislations and policies
such as °*s:udezzs *c be sireamed ‘rom Fr.
one” and ‘emily planrins are aimed to op-
press tre lower-ircowme group. Naturaily,
all parenzs wzr: <neir calldren tc de cf
“goo2 treed® and especially tae poor, for
trey look %o treir crilirer %c do well ir
schcol so that when tney nave finisned
<hey can hope to get a hignhly paid job,
thus pullirg tne family from the target
range of the govt legislations.

So when these young students and
youths take drugs to seek escape from the
ese pressures which will make them like
rats, we must realise that the origin
of these pressures lie in the government
policies and actions within the educatio-
nal and family systems.

ROOT CAUSE 2 - THE ACTIONS OF THE
AUTHORITIES

When many drug addicts or suspected
ones are arrested by the officers of the
€entral Narcotics Bureau, they are prom-
ptly beaten up severely without any due
consideration to their psychology. For
the addicts, they are then given the "co-
1d turkey" treatment where they are left
alone to sweat, shit and foam during the
withdrawal periods. These facts are well
known to many drug addicts and hence they
do not trust the authorities whom theéy
are supposed to surrender to. They therefo-
re face a dilemma of submitting themselves
to tortures which may make them insane or
dead or keep themselves alive by inject-
ing more poison into their system. Often
than not, they opted for the latter, and
became hard core addicts. When they run
out of money to sustain their habits,
they are forced to peddle drugs to keep
themselves alive. Why can't they silently
approach a doctor for treatment, some of
you may ask? They would not do it because
under the law the doctors have to report
to CNB about such treatment which ‘amoun-
ts to the same thing. Furthermore, in
this capitalistic society, how many doct-
ors are willing to stick out their necks
unless the client is rich? Therefore, the
common drug addict has no way out but to
take more drugs.

ROOT CAUSE 3 - THE FOREIGN DOMINATED
SYSTEM

The government had made ours into a
foreign dominated society where our eco-
nomy is controlled by foreigners espec-
ially Americans, Western Europeans and
Japanese and our social system is copied
piece by piece from the Western capital-
ist system which is a hot bed of various
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gocial evils such as drug-taking, crime,
and veneral disease. Therefore, it is

not surprising that when the West catches
ccld, we are the ones that sneezed.

- CD”

Tre foreigners come here with only
cre purpose, that is to make use of our
cheap ladour force to churn out money for
trer to take back to United States, Wes-
tern Europe and Japarn. Since the govern-
ment has put us at the foreigners' mercy,
their continued demand for cheap labour
must be met. Hence our school system, es-
pecially the recent policy of "STREAMING
AT PR. ONE" are geared towards creating
more cheap labour force to satisfy the
foreigners' greed. This constant pleasing
of foreigners' industries with our social
system created undue pressures on our
people. To make people conform, a system
of social control such as family plann-
ing, schools, national services and HDB
priorities are instituted. Yet, ironical-
ly while all these pressures increased
daily, on our people, there is virtually
no control over the influx of Western
culture such as strip-tease shows, hippile
music, imported films, permissiveness.
foreign life styles and drug taxing. The
more pressurized group of our people fall
victims to these cultures. As such, to
yell at drug taking without having the
guts to change the very social and econo-
mic system which breeds drug taking is
like telling the hungry people not to
take the poison fruits when they are pla-
ced everywhere to tempt them, without
giving them alternative foodstuff.

POT AND YOUTH

The main contention of these cheap
sensationalism in the press, radio and
T.V. is that our youth are "hooked"., The
profit-orientated news media also played
on the curiosity of our youth on drugs.
Why is there this frenzied attack on our
youth? It is obvious that the power-wiel-
der of our soclety, the capitalists, are
afraid of our youth. For youth are like
the sun at eight in the morning, full of
vigour, vitality and dynamism, while the
capitalists and their hanger-ons have one
of their legs in their grave. Like all
moribund forces, imperialism on the verge
of.extinction are using desperate tactics
such as drug taking to divert the youth
to save themselves from inevitable doom.

Yet, in spite of all these divertive
tactics, nothing can save this decadent
.class. History will move on. Our youth
are sure to be triumphant in seeing thro-
ugh the tricks of the imperialists and

smash them to bits!!
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— LCHINNA TRIPF .

Yhen China was liberated in 1949,
many statesmen of the western capitalist
countries began fervently to condemn
China and Gemaunism. They alse began teo
roll their propagandn machines to churn
out horrer stories about China under the
communists as they are now doing to Indo-
China, However, the wind changes direct-
ien im the first half of the 1970s°'.
These very same who made fiery speeches
against Communiem and Communist China,
were paying homage visits to China, as
if they had suddenly realised that there
is such a government that is looking aft-
er one quarter of mankind. Of late, the
same type of Seuth East Asian politicians
are follewing this western cue, as they
have alwavs done so with their social,
economic and political pelicies. why do
these people want to visit China, the
bulwark ef Cemmunism, when they themsgel-
ves continue to condemn Communism? What
are the significances of such "China
trips”, to them and to China? An analysis
of some of such visits will answer some
of our questions.

NIXONSTRIP

To analyse these homage visits with-
out knowing the impact of Nixon's visit to
China in 1972 is incomplete. Why must
the President of the leading country in
the capitalist world pay homage to China?

Prom the Chinese standpoint, Nixen
was forced to come to China, The United
Nations had already recognised the Peop-
le's Republic of China as the sole repres-
entative of the Chinese people. China was
and still is the leader of socialist
countries and the champion of the oppres-
sed people of the Third World. Therefore
without consulting their views of the
world, or befriend them, United States
will be increasingly isolated from the
peeple of the world, as they have been
all along. The Chinese knew that they
were talkine from a pos1tion of strength
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Nixon, on his part, went to China
with only one motive - to be re-elected
as President in the 1972 election. (refer
to Mao Tse-tung's comment in Edgar Snow's
book, "CHINA'S LONG REVOLUTION") He knew
that to be in he had to promise the Ame-
rican people to set up a new relationship
with China and also to settle the quest-
ion of Taiwan and Indo-China.

The setting up of d'plomatic relat-
ions with China, will be United States'
first step towards breaking its isolat-
ion from the world. Of course, the econo-

mic benefitgs from trade with China do not
escape the US multinationals.,

Taiwan had long been the thorn of
Sino-American relationship., China had
demanded for the total evacuation of US
forces from Tailwan and categorically sta-
ted that the island is China's internal
affair. \However, a settlement in the
Taiwan question cannot be seperated from
the question of withdrawal of US troops
from Inde-China, nor the latter awaits
the former.)

Nixon knew that the US is getting
itself sucked into the Indo-China night-
mare which they had created. He wanted te
get the troops out fast enough for the
election. But he also wanted to be spared
the "cold turkey” treatment of withdrawal

so as to retaln some prestige of "retir-
ing in dignity”. To these, the Chigpese
maintained that foreign troops were to
withdraw unconditionally in total from
Indo-China and that China could not nego-
tiate without the consent of the Indo-
Chinese, This is in line with their prin-
ciple that "revolutions cannot be export-
ed.”

This self-interest of Nixon fooled
the ignorant American people. He was re-
elected as President with a sweeping
majority. Ironically, it was also this
self-interest that brought him down in
the Watergate Affair.
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Ford also went te China in 1975 to
pay homage, hoping ef course to beost his
image in the coming electien. Will the
Anerican be fooled again? Perhaps. .the
Americans slso do not have any cholice but
to cast their "five-years-once-ireedom”
with Ford unless they rebel.

RAZAK'S TRIP

Malaysia, was the first ASEAN count-
ry to establish diplomatic relations with
China. Razak himself made his "China trip”
in 1974, Analysts had said that that trip
was aimed at resolving 3 main political
issuess the withdrawal of support from
the Communist Party of Malaya (CPM), stop
the broadcast of the "Voice of the Malay-
an Revolution”, believed to be emanating
from Chinese soil although China had
denied it, and the status of overseas
Chinese in Malaysia.

The first two issues clearly indicated
that these analysts wanted to implant the
idea that CPM ig China controlled. But as
Far Eastern Economic Review in their 197€
Year Book observed, "it was thought that
since diplomatic relations had been esta-
blished with China in 1974, the Communist
base in Malaysia would be undermined. Ho-
wever, the optimism was not well founded"
A myth blown.

The third issue only reflect the
racist content of the Malaysian ruling
class. They wanted very much to link
Chinese with communist as they have re-
centlg done se, But the presence of Abdu-
1lah CD, and may others as leaders Jf the
CPM, and the existence of whole Malay
regiment in the CPM ranks, smashed thia
gsecond created myth.

Underneath all these heated politi-
cal issues, was, of course the sclf-inter-
est of Razak. One could remember that
1974 was the election year in Malaysia
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thestruggle
cf te wcrkers r eight ~curs wecrking
day. In Europe. especially ZBritain, the
Ind.strial Revoluticrn had brought about
wide usage sf bic power-driven machines
£or producticn. This had resulted in pro-
large reserve of unemployed la-
e. The capitalist exploited the
acverse situation facing the workers by
payirc very low wages to them. Besides,
the capitaliists made the workers labour
fcr sixteen to eighteen hours per day.
The insatiable greed for profit of the
capitalist class was exposed in the film
"Modern Times" acted by Charlie Chaplin
In the Modern Times, we saw that the
workers had to work during their meat

P
£ Internaticnal
i
c

The ruthless exploitation on the
workers had aroused wide discontentment
and antagonism among them. Britain was a
hot spot of workers' struggle against
exploitation. These fiery struggles had
induced the British Parliament in the
year 1802 to pass a law, allowing a maxi=
mum working time of fifteen hours and as
for child labour, it was set at twelve
hcurs, However, the capitalist refused
to abide by the law and was rendered
inoperative.

On March 1st 1834, British textile
workers launched an all out strike dema-
nding for implementation of an eight
hours working day. This strike was not
very successful, It was not until fifty
two years later in 1886 that eight hours
working day was first imposed in Ameri-
ca. This implementation was brought
about after the American workers won
their struggle for eight hour working
day.

After the American Civil War, there
bred a workers movement fighting for
imposition of eight hours working day
system.

In 1884, the American workers init-
jated a "Fight for Liberty and Bread"
demonstration and rally, demanding for
immediate implementation of eight hour
working day. However, this just action of
the workers was met with violent and
brutal suppression by the authorities.

1st. May 1886, workers in every corner
of America put up rallies, demonstraticns
and strikes, fighting for better working
conditions and eight hours working day.
Altogether, over three hundred thcusanrd
workers were involved in the strikes.With
the experiences gained from the ‘“previous
struggle, tiie workers consolidated their
solidarity and improved their organisati-
on and finally succeeded in making t h e
authorities succumbed to their demands.In
July 1889, the first plenum of the Second
International adopted a resolution making
1st May as the International Labour Day,
in commemoration of the struggle of the
American workers three years ago.
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and that Razak's "China trip" was totally
utilised as a Chinese vote raker as MCA
was losing more of the Chinese votes. He
also put forward the "Barisan Nasional"
party to camouflage as a mylti-racial pa-
rty so that should the "China Trip" prove
ineffective, to get the Chinese votes,
Barisan Nasional should do the trick. The
ignorant was taken in for a while.

With his death, fighting in UMNO
began to be heated up for lucrative posts
in the cabinet. The less skilful Hussein
Onn, could not but crusned the Barisan
Nasional myth by proclaiming that "UMNO
is the foundation of Malaysia". With
that proclaimation, it is clear that the
ruling class had no intention to shift
their racialistic policies.

1EE'S TRIP

May 10 to 23, 1976, was Lee Kuan Yew's
turn tc make the "China Trip". What made
him so unashamedly inch his way there wh-
en he had publicly condemned Communism ?
Was his trip there one of sight-seeing or
to witness the Socialist construction?
Por the past weeks, the theme of the news
report was very clear: it intended to sh-
ow the "smartness” of Lees, it attempted
to show that China no longer support the
just strugzle of our people but it tried
to imply that China implicitly agreed wi-
th lee‘'s system of fascist repression on
our workers, students and poor people.
Sirce these reporters who went along had
beer trorouzhly security screened, one
does rot exrect the reports to contain
any real stuff about the workings of the
socialist system in China.

The May 1lst incident did nct mark
~e end of exploitation of the working
lass in America. At that time, Armerica
as well as many European countries, were
in the developing stage of capitalism,
The essence of Capitalist society, as
well as any other class society, is a
society based on class exploitation. Cl-
ass antagonisms between the capitalist
and the propertyless working people is
ever increasing. However, the exploitati-
on had changed to a lesser degree and is
more subtle.

The lesser degree of exploitation
on the workers in America and Europe had
been possible because of the opening of
new areas,especially in the. Third World
countries, for economic subjugation and
plundering. "The Enemy", a book written
by Felix Greene would enlighten one on
the immense wealth created by the people
of the Third World countries being siph-
oned back to USA.

roky OF LABOUR
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THE TRUTH OF TripRTITISM

In Singapore, the PAP government advo-
cated the policy of wooing foreign inves-
tors to Singapore at all costs.Under this
policy, her economy has an abnormal grow-
th, with the foreigners dominating a pro-
portionally large part of her economy.
Every year, these foreigners repatriated
a large sum of profits Lack to their
nomeland.

To maintain the sc-called "a suitable

climate for foreign investors", all attem-
pts to organise wecrkers' resistance again-

st exploitation were ruthlessly smashed.
Since 1233, many prcgressive unions were

banned or dissolved and its leaders arres-

ted,

The clamp down of trade unioms by the
government with repressive acts like The
Trade Union Ordinance had resulted in emi-
nent decline in Trade Union movement in
terms of membership, revenue, moral, pub-
lic prestige and worker-acceptance. Even-
tually, the organised labour in Singapore
was under the only federation of trade
unions - the NTUC,

However, precisely because these repo-
rts intended to impzrt such ideas, one
can turn the coin over to the other side
to see the real propelling force that pu-
shed Lee to make his homage visit at this
time.

Firstly, he wished that this trip wou-
1d be able to delude our people into com-
placency over a fascist system which he
perpetuated through the Internal Security
Act, Army, Employment Act, Press Act etc.

Secondly, there is the question of
soothing the feelings of the majority of
the people here who see.Singapore leaning
totally to the West and is in danger of
creating a new generation of "banana peo-
ple",

Thirdly, Lee has anchored Singapore's
economy with the capitalist West and hen-
ce has not escaped the backlash of the
Western world recession. Therefore in
order to shore up the bankruvtcy of a We-
stern dominated capitalist economy, Lee
is hoping that China will provide more
cheap foodstuff, textiles and other basic
necessities so that he can stall time for
the economic upturn in the capitalist wo-
rld.

Fourthly, the shaky piece-fitting of
Asean needs the recognition of China to
lue it {pgother and possibly hopes that
ietnam will chanece its stand on ASEAN
because of China. China, on her part was
careful to note that it agreed with ASEAN
on the principle of neutrality and also
on anti-hegemony. Whether China supports
the ASEAN countries in other aspects is

still a big question.

DAY | wxon

The policy of the NTUC had generated a
general feelings that the Unions are unab-
le tc represent the interests of the wor-
kers effectively vis-a-vig the employer and
the government. Therefore, despite the ra-
pid rate of industrialisationand an expan-
ding labour force, the trade unions' mem-
bership from 1552 - 196% had shown a steep
decline, The number of membership declined
from 190,000 in 1962 to 120,000 in 1959.
The NTUC faced a severe lack of fund in its
running as many of its members did not pay
up fees. To save the NTUC from its collap-
se due to bankruptcy, the PAP ' government
subsidized heavily to the running of the
NTUC, This subsidy amounted to 90% of the
NTUC running expenses.

It was in the context of the bankruptcy
of its policy that the NTUC launched a se-
minar on "Modernisation of the Labour Move-
ment" in late 1969 and launched a massive
campaign after that to unionise workers.

The objectives of the seminar were to
save the NTUC from its collapse and propa-
gate the venomous stream of thought that
the class antagonisms do not exist in this
modern 20th century. They claimed that the
contradictions between the capitalists and
working class are non-antagonistic and com-
promisable. In doing so, they hope to
bring the workers into succumbing to a di-
git working hard for the capitalist.

The share of the working class in the
national pie is decreasing compared with
their increasing productivity. However,
their 'leaders' ask the workers to work
harder, to tighten their belts, not to de-
mand for ‘'unreasonable wage increment' and
that wage increase should be in line with
rise in productivity rate. They were asked
to put national interests before 'sectio-
nal' interests while the Union and Govern-
ment were protecting and enhancing the in-
terests of the capitalists.

In putting forward the concept of tri-
partitism the Union and Government actua-
lly meant a better position for the
Capitalists.

We therefore question the rationale of
such policy of the Union and Government.
How long can such system be accepted by
the working people when they become awa-
kened?

TIGHTEN Your
BELTs, WiLL You |

Finally, and the mest important of all
is the coming election..He wanted his PAP,
which is reccomended to be expelled from
Socialist International, to net as much
votes as in 1972, - 70% of the total "nu-
mbered"” votes. To him, it is a symbol of
support. But by the very fact it is a fa-
scist system, these "numbered" votes do
not tryely reflect the wishes of the peo-
ple. The latent resentment of the people
can be observed through the Bus Fare Hike

American Marine Retrenchment Case, the
political detention and workers support
for Tan Wah Piow etc. The recent freezing
of wages for the benefit of the American
and Japanese multinationals, only height-
ens this latent resentment.

THE TRUTH

These people make "China Trips" not
because they are going to change their
policies from anti-communist to non-
aligned, or from a system of exploitation
to a more equal distribution of income or
to solve the problem of the landless and
hungry people, or to elevate the standard
of living of the poor. No, these people
went because of the bankruptcy of their
own system in trying to cope with the
problems of recession, drug addiction,
unequal distribution of wealth and food,
crime, creation of slums and political
repression. Therefore, they needed the
"China Trip" to stall time and to con the
jgnorant. For them, we have only this ¢4
says China trips are only good for delud-
ing people for only a short while. Once
the mist of illusion fades, and the real-
ities of oppression surfaced, then even
‘Heaven Trips' will not help.
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EDITORIAL NOTE

—Sng Keng Chye—

Already the existing system of education is biased towards the rich but somehow
this seems not enough. The rich have the facilities like high paid qualified tutors,
good food, peaceful environment and furthermore no worry of day-to-day living. As

such they have ensured that their children are placed in a better position to
and study as compared to the poor. The poer do not have all these luxuries.

learn
Without

abolishing the system that create the rich and the poor or closing the existing wide
gap between them, the goyernment has already failed in their duties towards giving
every child an "equal opportunity". What is most deplorable is that they have now ad-
opted a new policy in which the system that create the rich and the poor is permanent-
ly enhanced. This-policy adds another layer of oppression on the poor and clouds even
the little rays of sunlight in their lives. In this article below, we present an en-
visagement of what is going to happen. Names of school used are only out of convenien-

Ce.

SiNo- ENausy  ScHooL

At the entrance of Sino-English sch-
ool, a registration table was crowded by
parents anxious to register their children
into Frimary one,

"Well, let's have a look at what you
have, small fellow" said the smiling re-
gistration clerk politely.

"He is going to be the top student
and I want you to put him into the best
class okay?" said the Thai lady sternly.
She was wearing a bluish pink silk with
the latest fashion cut and her face was
plastered with thick make-up, long Max
Factor eye-lashes , with gold bracelets
on her wrists and gold chains on her neck
She rattled on,

"He went to the most expensive kin
dergarten when he was 3 years old. I have
to pay $300 a month for that. He took
good diet everyday since he was born and
last year I even employed a dietician to
put him on an "intelligence" diet which
comprises lean meat, fish, eggs, milk,
milo, sanatogen and when he goes to bed,
he always has a cup of ovaltine. His fat-
her is the son: of the B.M." The clerk's
eyes sparkled and thought, "That will mean
that this small bastard is going to have
six points for his bio-data". She contin-
ued to listen politely to the woman's
barking.

"His father is now a major in the
army, a general manager of Guthrie and
graduated with double distinction from
uh...Che! I have even forgotten his uni-
versity. You see, his stupid father alw-
ays brag about how clever he is and how
he finally proved to the B.M. that he too
can get double distinction. I got so bored
listening to him that now I even forgot
what he said. Well, anyway his family has
a tradition for acquiring "double stink"
she laughed, and continued, "And myself,

I am the daughter of a multimillionaire
banker who also has a controlling inter-
est in the state military concern. I am
working as a factory manageress. I supp-
ose you can call me a slave-driver, ha!
ha! Our house is at Serangoon Garden
where the B.M. formerly stayed. The B.M.
did not want to stay there, not because
of ‘assassinationor some other crab he
conjured but rather he wanted to have a
well kept golf course in front of him so
that he can practise to be the world best
golfing B.M."

"Well, coming back to small Li here,
did he have any tutors?" asked the clerk.
"Are you kidding? Where would a smart kid
like him go without tutors? Of course, he
has. Six tutors all in all mind you, just
like what his father had when he was sma-
11. He only rests on Sunday like the good
lord did. Now let me prove to you how in-
telligent and obedient my child is." She
turned to her son and said, "Kow Chye,
call auntie" The fair, plump boy looked
at her mother and then at the clerk slow-
ly saying, "AUN--T--I--E"

"Smile and say hello" coaxed the mo-
ther, He smiled and said, "HE--L--L--0O".

"0.K. now march into that room 1like
your father" said the proud mother smili-
ngly and side-glancing at the clerk's ex-
pression. The boy marched in like a tin-
soldier.

The registration clerk laughed,pull-
ed out her bio-data catalogue given by
the Education Ministry. She wrote on her
book

Grandson of minister — 6 points

good food — 2 -do-

adequate tuition — 2 -do-

Good breed therefore no sterilization

needed

Total — 10 points

(best)

Corrent : A perfect puppet ruler.

Bukir Howg Swee .SeH.

At tre entrance cf Bukit Hong Swee
rigary Schocl, the annual registration
~f chiidren -ad begun. The school caters
for tne surrocunding housing estate which
is mostly cne-roor cor two-room HDB flats.

These flats are notably to be occupied by
families having income below $400 per
month. Last year, the school had 85% of
PSLE dropouts while the rest of the others
barely make the grade. The registration
clerk had just busily finished register-
ing a child. It was then Madam Ang's
turn. "What is his name?" asked the clerk
without looking at her.

"Very sorry Missis, I do not speak
English, can you please speak Hokkien"
pleaded Madam Ang in Hokkien. The clerk's
eyes squinted then relaxed.

"I said what is his name" she repe-
ated in Hokkien.

"Oh, Tan Ah Hong is his name'", lauq=
hed Madam Ang trying to cover her ignor-
ance of English.

"Where is his kindergarten certifi-
cate?" haughtily asked the clerk.

"Uh, very sorry, you see, my husband
works as a stevedore and has very irrequ-
lar and uncertain work. If there are ships
coming in then he will have some work tc
do and we will have some money. He earns
$15 a day®while working. He normally has
‘work for 3 weeks in a month, Myself,pre-
viously, I worked as a construction site
labourer but eversince I had my fourth
child, the doctor said I cannot do any
heavy work because I am too weak, sO ncw
I earn $70 a month by washing other peog
le's clothes and.sec.."

"Yes, yes don't be so longwinded.All
I want to know is that did you send your
child to the kindergarten' snapped the
impatient clerk.

"Missis, I know I sometimes talk toc
much but I want to explain our circumst-
ances so that you will not think that my
son is stupid just because we cannot aff-
ord to send him to a kindergarten" expl-
ained Madam Ang firmly, positively anger-
ed by the clerk's indifferences towards
the poor.

"Low bio-data case again" thought
the clerk. She looked at the middle aged
woman and asked more gently, "You said
that his father is a stevedore and you
are a washerwoman, is there anyone else
working?"

"Well, you see I have six children
and we need more people to work since
our cembined income cannot even feed
three of us. So my eldest daughter left
school to work in an electronics factory
She is only 14 years old. Although she
can study, she quitted school last year
because the books are expensive and she
said also the teacher did not care much
about the progrees of the poorer students
She-wanted to ask many questions about
the lesson, but the teacher just rattled
on. In the electronics factory now, she
had to look through a powerful microscope
for 8 to 10 long hours without rest and
her eyes are not insured by the company.
She sometimes feelsgiddy after working
long hours. Last time her eyesight was
perfect but recently she complained that
she cannot see smaller things clearly.
The company also forced her to buy make-
ups for some stupid functions. .She gets
$3.20 a day. Actually she does not want
to join the wynion but was forced into
it. My second girl, is now 12 years old,
also had the same problem in school and
now working in a textile factory. She..."

The clerk was getting impatient and
abruptly cut her short by asking,"So you
have six children and two of your eldest
daughters are working in electronics and
textile factories. Good, now are you
sterilized?"

"I cannot be sterilized because of
some womb problem andalso I am weakeeoso"

"O.K." the clerk stopped her short
"bring your kid to the third room."
Madam Ang slowly packed the credentials
in her paper bag, then looked at  the
clerk and said, "Missis, we are all poor
here and I hope you would not think that
we are stupid because of policies of the
government. I don't know, Missis, if the
government wants to keep us poor and
make us suffer, one day they are going
to suffer too."

“WELL, TOO BAP - ACCOBPING To Mis

Blo-PATA , Yout cHILP 15 oF
Low INTELUIGENCE "

"The clerk looked at the thin wom-
an sternly, then pulled out her bio-data
catalogue and wrote,

Stevedorésson — % points

Food - no good — 0 points

No tuition — 0 points

Consider to be bad breed, should

be sterilized but did not

— -3% points

Total — -3 poinats (lower

than normal)

Comment:A future factory worker.
T.. be put into "F" class on
basic course and trained to
be a docile worker

S+ Johne Sehool

At_the school registration taktle, the
same scéne-prevailed.

"Did your daughter attend any kind-
ergarten'" asked the clerk.

"Yes, the ordinary type" said the
lady in a neat blue dress, but not lavish.

"Is it the PAP type?" continued the
clerk.
. "Oh no, I do not want my child to be
indoctrinated by those goons. Just the
ordinary type.'" emphasised the mother,

"Where are you staying?" probed the
clerk.

"We are *staying in a 3 rooms improvec
HDB flats and have a family income of $80C
per month. We have only 2 kids, this one
and another smaller girl. I wished I can
r.ave a boy and am going to try for one.
Anyway, his father is an assistant accou-
ntant and I, myself work as a bank clerk.

Since both of us are working, we employ

a 1irl of 12 for $80 to help my mother

to look after our children., We all study
English and thus we can coach our childr-
en in English. We also use a lot of our
nands in typing, doing accounts and shar-
ing houseworks, so I don't think we need
any of those "USE YOUR HANDS" campaign”
rattled the mother,quite fed up with the
private questions,

"Are you sterilized?" asked the clerk
quietly.

That question really hit the head
off the lady. She burst out like a machine
gun. "Look, I think this government is
getting too much, They want us to freeze
wages, cut down our fringe benefits, make
us work like dogs and put us all in the
HDB pigeon holes with high rents and oth-
er bills to pay while they themselves
have fat pays, big houses, big cars, ser-
vants and services free and also a big
controlling -interest and share in most
foreign companies. Then they are now ped-
dling the idea that trade unions should
protect empl®yers! interests as if we
don't know that all along the trade
unions are the very people who help the
employers to exploit us. We are no fools.
We are also forced to pay union fees and
if we don't they will try eveyy means to
make our jobs difficult. One way or the
other they want us to let ourselves to be
exploited by the '"towkays". Now, as if
all these controls are not enough, they
want to force "compulsory" sterilization
on us whom they call bad breed because
we cannot earn more than $2000 Well,
let me tell them this: I am only thirty
and have 2 girls and I want to have more
because I know that it is not the popula-
tion problem that is the root cause of
social problems but rather the distribut-
ion of THEIR wealth to the poorer sector.
I am not going to cut myself for some
stup d nitwit up there who thinks that it

-is good for him, It is not good for me. I

also know they are going to tell me about
Singapore's interests and all that but I
know that when they think of Singapore ,
they are only thinking of the 300 people
who control Singapore as they once said,
and not the 2 million people who live in
it. They havealways considered that we.
the 2 million people are just digits that
can be manipulated, cut up and squeeze
continuously. Well if they continue to
pressurize us, the bottle will break one

day and I pity them then.,"
See B.I1.
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INTRODUCTICR

Family Planning is an accepted way of life in Singapore. How did it come about?_
These notes on family plamning deal briefly with the objectives and the underlying
motive of population control in Singapore. As objectives became clearer the Abort-
jon Bill and especially the Sterilisation Bill emerze as the ideal instruments for
qualitative and quantitative population control. A severe and comprehensive system
of penalties or disincentives which evolved, ensured general compliance.

Sources used are mainly the "Straits Times" and "Politics of Family Planning in the

Third World” by T.E. Smith.
A. AIM OF FIRST FIVE YEAR PLAN

Family Planning activiti®s in Singapore
began in 1949 with the formation of the
Family Planning Association, concerned
with the health and welfare ©r mothers
and children. In December 1965, the Fa-
mily Planning and Population Board Act
was passed in Parliament establishing a
statutory body charged with the respon-
sibility of implementing the first five-
year family planning programme. Its aim
was the reduction or crude birth rate of
32 per thousand in 1964 to around 20 in
1970. With the crude death rate of about
5 per thousand, this would give a rate
of natural increase of about 1.5 %. The
The Minister of Health, Mr. Yong Nyuk
Lin said, "If this can be achieved, Sin-
gapore can be prosperous." (S.T. 29 Sept
1965)

ABORTION- AN "ULTIMATE WEAPON AGAINST
WHOM?"

Mr. Yong Nyuk Lin announced that abort-
ion was %o be legalised (S.T. 11 Aug.
'67). It would be the Republic's 'ulti-
mate' weapon to curb the birth rate. It
would be Singapore's second line of de-
fence against hordes of unwanted babies.
The first line would be 'other' methods
of family planning. The Abortion Bill
provided that the treatment to terminate
prenancy by registered medical practitio-
ners may be authorised only by a Termina-
tion of Pregnancy Authorisation Board.
Permission would be given on the grounds
of risk to the physical or mental health
or life of the woman.( S.T. 6 Dec. 1968 ).
Its sister Bill, the Sterisation Bill, in
troducedin Parliament sought to legal ise
voluntary sexual sterilisation of persons
on medical, social and eugenic grounds
(S.T. 6 Dec. 1968)

Both bills were sent to Select Committee
to allow interested groups to make public
representations. The great majority of
those presenting their views were doctore
and Christian and Muslim groups.

SOME SAFEGUARDS - VOLUNTARY, NO COERCION

The Health Minister, Mr. Chua Sian Chin
said, Sterilisation has such a vital
role to play in the prevention of preg-
nancy from the standpoint of the health
of the individual or the happiness of
the family and for population control."
Six safeguards have been written into

the Bill. These, according to Mr. Chua
Sian Chin were very important, for we
must never get into the pog&ition where
the Bill, introduced,with such high
ideals and good intentions, is exploited
by unscrupulous and cruel persons, as in
the mad days of Nazi Germany during the
Second World War, when thousands of per-
sons were sterilised without their con-
sent. The law is to allow for sterilisa-
tion of persons to be done entirely vo-
luntarily and at the person's -request.
Coercion will be an offence. (Comment
Mr. Chua is very rightl)

S.T. 9 April 1969: Debate on the contro-
versial Abortion Bill began in Parliament
today with a systematic demolition of all
medical and religious opposition by the
Minister of Health, Mr. Chua Sian Chin.
However, the Bill would not make abortion
procurable on demand. They would be given
only in certain circumstances. (Comment
This last condition was actually abolish-
ed in 1974.)

THE REAL PRUPOSE OF THE TWO BILLS

The Prilne Minister, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew's
speech in Parliament. (S.T. 30 Dec '69)
shows the real purpose of the Bill. He
said,"One of the most noticeable trends
in developed countries is that parents
with more education have such smaller
families than those with less education
This trend is also discernible in urban-
ised, though still under-developed soc-
ieties like Singapore. If these trends
continue to their logical conclusions,
then the quality of the population will
go down.e.....We will regret the time
lost, if we do not now take the first
tentative steps towards correcting such
a trend which can leave our society with
a large number of the physically, intel-
lectually and culturally anaemic."
Populatio. control is also qualitative
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and directed against the poor. ( "Since
the inferior is always numerically supe-
rior to the best, the worse would multi-
ply itself so much faster.... given the
same opportunity to survive and procre-
ate.,... the best would be necessarily
pushed into the background. Therefore a
correction in favour of the better must
be undertaken" - ADOLF HITLER IN MEIN
KAMPF)

IN SPITE OF INTENSE OPPOSITION.....BILLS
PASSED.

Mr. Ng Kah Ting, M.P. pointed out to
the House that "21 of the 29 written re-
presentations received by the Select
Committee were either opposed to the,
Abortion Bill in principle, or at least
to the present broadly worded 'socio-
economic'clause 5(2)B. Despite their
numerous representations, no changes or
amendments had been made by the Commit-
tee."

The Voluntary Sterilisation Bill was
passed by Parliament immediately after
the Abortion Bill. Unlike its sister Bill
y 1t was passed without dissent in five
minutes! (S.T. 30 DEC. '69)

SUCCESS AND DANGERS

Singapore may have to offer baby bonuses
to mothers in the late 1970's. The reason
- its great success in slowing down pop-
ulation growth. The net growth rate could
well fall to 15 per thousand. Today it is
16.6 per thousand. -'Mr. Yong Nyuk Lin,
Minister for Communication. (S.T. Dec.'69
). Another warning was sounded in’ the
Straits Times of 6 April 1970: Singapore
's population growth is tapering off,
from about 4% at the time of the last
census in 1957, the annual growth has de-
clined to about 1%% last year... One of
the results of the slowdown is that Sin-
gapore has more old people and fewer un-
der fifteen's than before.

Yet another warning came from the Minitry
of Health's Eugenic Board. The Board has
received more than 700 applications for
sterilisation, more than 95% from women.
80% of the total applicants have a family
income of less than $400 a month. Those
who apply for sterilisation usually have
more than four children. The last condi-
tion (the applicant must have three 1liv-
ing children) has been put forth because
sterilisation ie a permanent measure, and
should be undertaken only when you have
completed your family. (S.T. 26 Sept '70)

PENALTIES FOR NON-COMFORMIST/THE POOR -
(SEE B)

"Our problem is how to devise a system of
disincentives ...." P.M. told Parliament
in December 1969. Again, "Mr. Lee Kuan
Yew warned of Government action to deter
Singaporeans from having large families.
New 'fiscal policies' would be devised to
actively discourage 'the irresponsible!
form having more than three children (S.
T. 27 July '70). The number of children
per family was later further reduced to
two children who would replace the par-
ents.

SECOND FIVE YEAR +PLAN 1970

"The government is formulating a second
five-year National Family programme to
follow-up the success of its first drive,
which ended last year. The new five year
scheme would be integrated with maternal
and child health programmes to increase
efficiency and cut down costs." (S.T. 11
May '71).

AMENDMENT OF STERILISATION ACT 1972

The Voluntary Sterisation Act was amended
in 197? to make "Sterilisation as a form
of family planning easily available" in
the words of the Minister for Health in
introducing the second reading of the
Bill on March 23 1972.

"Since late 1973 the Singapore Family
Planning and Population Board, in con-
junction with the Ministry, has embarked
on a programme of talks in schools. At
the same time, the Population Education
is incorporated into the curriculum of
primary schools and will soon be introdu-
ced at the secondary level.}y said Dr. Lee
Chiaw Meng. (The Mirror, 3 March '75) The
S.T. 29 Oct. '74 reported that 14,012
abortions were performed under the Abort-
ion Act.

1969 ACTS REPEALED - NEW ACTS

Under "The Abortion Act, 1974" passed by
Parliament on 6th November 1974, citizens
are automatically eligible for abortion,
but others have to meet a residential
qualification four months. Major chan-
ges are:

i) Abolition of the Termination of Pre-
gnancy Authorisation Board.
ii) The decision to abort is left to the
mother and her doctor.

iii) The period of pregnancy when abort-
ion is permitted is extended from 16
to 24 weeks.

The "Voluntary Sterilization(Act 1974 "-

passed on the same day makes it "lawful

for a registered- medical practitioner to
carry out treatment for sexual steriliza-
tion" so long as the required consent ig
given. The Abortion Act (Cap. 150) and
the Voluntary Sterilisation Act. ‘CQP.

170) are hereby repealed.

CALLING OFR A HALT?

According to the Family Planning and Pop-
ulation Board, the Second Five-Year Plan
launched in 1970, has been so successful
that it has reduced the birth rate to be-
low the target level. '
Professor S. Ratnam, recently suggested
that the Government could be less harsh
with the populatibn control disincentives
because the target of zero population
growth was possible if the 1975 trend was
maintained.

Comment: What about qualitative p o pula-
tion control?

See part B, please.

B. SYSTEM OF DISINCENTIVES/PENALTIES

From 1967 to 1976 various penalties or

disincentives against big families were

devised and added on to the existing list
These include housing, maternity leave,

accouchment fees, income tax relief, pri-
mary school admission, marriage licence
and work permit. All these affect t h e
poor and hard-working population most.

This is the price for"correcting a
trend which can leave our society with a
large number of the physically, intellua-
tually and cu] turally anaemic.™

1. From 1967, the HDB has dropped size of
family as a criterion qualifying for
priority to a HDB flat.

2. The Employment Act, 1968. enforced 1in
Aug. 1968, bars women manual workers
from any material allowance o r paid
maternity leave after the third confi-
nement.

3. In 1970 accouchment fees in the mater-
nity hospital were set on an éscending
scale: for the first confinement $10,
for the second $20, for the third $50,
and for the fourth and subsequent con-
finement $100, although ward charges
would be remitted if sterilization was

accepted by either parents.

See /.8
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Concerned Priests
c/o 6 Chapel Road
Singapore 15

4th March 1976

The Prime Minister
Prime Minister's Office
Istana Annexe

Singapore 9
OPEN LETTER

Dear Mr. Prime Minister

I, WE REFER to the New Nation 24/1/76 - Marriage Licence Shock and Sunday Times

25/1/76 - "Sterilization - 'price' of a wedding licence" reports on the practice of
Work Permit holders being required to sign a bond to be sterilized after the birth of
the second child in exchange for a marriage licence. Failure to sign would mean the
"loss of certain rights and privileges which includes

- Rejection of the marriage approval
~ Withdrawal of the Work Permit
- Failure to renew the alien's stay in Singapore

- Loss of medical, educational and housing benefits.

These reports legitimately caused a stir among our people even on purely human grounds
, not to mention religious and moral ones. The gravity of the issue is beyond doubt as
it involves the way certain human rights to marry, to have children, to work, ¢t o
housing, to education can be so inhumanly and unjustly denied or deprived in practice.
Yet to date your government has arrogantly refused the public any explanation, confirm-
ation or denial. WE WOULD BE FAILING IN OUR DUTIES TO THE PEOPLE OF SINGAPORE SHOULD
WE NOT MAKE PUBLIC OUR PEOPLE'S LEGITIMATE CONCERN AND FEARS.

1I. WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED

a) That these measures infringe upon the basic human rights of a category of perso-
ns on work permit, among them many blue I.C. holders, but contributing immensely to

our national economy. Furthermore, they infringe upon the basic rights of our citizens
who wish to marry permit holders. As they are mainly the poor and oppressed ones with-
out alternative means to jobs, private housing or school. they are, in practice farced

to accept sterilization in exchange for the marriage licence and to retain other basic
rights which you term as 'privileges'.

b) That a proclaimed national objective - Quality of Life - is hereby further degr-
aded. WhenGovernment policies are frequently enforced through a system of material in-
centives and penalties, our people become programmed to measure life in terms o f
material 'gains. Not long ago parents rushed for sterilization in order to secure their
children's admission to choiced schools. Now work permit-holders in order to obtain a
marriage licence must barter away their personal integrity and human rights.

III. WE FEAR

a) That similar pressures (already excessive) on sterilization be gradually extend-
ed to more people.

b) That in future the exercise of our basic rights be conditioned by submission to
and acceptance of particular Government policies (which are changeable and sometimes
questionable).

c) That such measures of an over-powerful and self confidentgovernment would erode
the very basic of our people's living - their value and dignity as persons.

Iv. OUR BELIEFS

a) WE BELIEVE unconditionally in the dignity of the human person. Every person has
the basic right to marry, to work, to housing, to medical care and to education. The
planning of one's family is a personal right and responsibility. Persons are not 'dig-
its'. Human rights are not 'privileges'. It is a crime to reduce persons to digits. To
barter away personal rights is even worse.

b) WE BELIEVE that a governmenthas a morai responsibility to govern and to educate.
More importantly, we believe that its sacred dmty and responsibility is the safeguard-
ing and promoting of basic human rights, the 4ignity and tke total well-being of the
people, individually and collectively.

c) WE BELIEVE that it is a violent injustice and infringement of human rights whea
marriage is conditioned by bonding oneself to sterilization.
Ve OUR APPEAL

a) WE APPEAL to your government to respect the basic human rights of those who cho-
ose not to be sterilized, whatever be their nationality or economic status.

b) WE APPEAL to your government to withdraw all official and unofficial pressures
on sterilization in hospitals, ingovernment clinics and maternity wards.

i i le on the grou-
c) WE APPEAL to your governmentnot to discriminate against our peop
nds of sterilizatioz by withdrawing priorities for school adm%ssion, for HDB or 4 T C
housing flats for people who underge or agree to undergo sterilization.

d) WE APPEAL to your government to deliberate on your sacred duties to our people,

ini { i to eliminate t h e
to respect public opinion, to have the courage to rectify errors, t .
fears gf oug people in re;pect to the implications of this issue of the marriage lic-

ence - sterilization bond.
We remain, Honourable Sir,
Yours sincerely,

At the service of our people and the country

Signed by the following priests :-

Rev,

E.K. D'Souza ------ Holy Family Church, Chapel Road, (15)

Patrick Goh —=--—-- Taman Jurong Chapel, 14, Blk.4, Hu Ching Road, (22)
Cyril Lee ———==--— Ss. Peter & Paul's Church, Queen Street, (7)
Lucas Leow —=-—=--— Risen Christ Church, 91, Toa Payoh Central, (12)
Johnson Fernandez - St. Teresa's Church, 2, Bukit Permei, (4)

Michael Teo ------- St. Michael's Church, St. Michael's Road, (12)
Augustine Tay -=--- St. Michael's Church, St. Michael's Road, (12)
Joseph HO ——————--- Blk. 174, 310-A, Boon Lay Avenue (22)

Francis Lee -===—-- Blessed Sacrament Church, Commonwealth Drive, (3)
Joachim Kang --=--=-- Ss. Peter & Paul's Church, Queen St., (7)

Eugene Vaz ------—-- Good Shepherd Cathedral, Queen St., (7)

Vincent Chee ------ Queen of Peace Church, Sandy Lare, (15)

Joseph Tan —-----=- Catholic Church, Siglap Hill, (16)

Alfert Chan --—-—--- Holy Family Church, Chapel Road, (15)

G. Arotcanera ----- Risen Chiist Church, 91, Toa Payoh Central, (12)
copies to :- Hon. Minister of Health

Hon. Minister of Labour

Hon. Minister of Social Affairs

Catholic Archbishop of Singapore

All Catholo Priests & Catholic Religious Homes, Singapore
Editor, Catholic News

Editor, Hai Sing Pao

Editor, Straits Times

Editor, New Nation

Editor, Nanyang Siang Pau

Editor, Sin Chew Jit Poh

@xvmxv@xvmxymxv@xymxywxvmxwmxy@xmuxvmxvuxymxvmxvmxymxwmxywxwmxv@xymxpmﬁég
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In 1972 Oct 24 the Minister for Health
announced the adjustment of accouch-
ment fees, maternity leave and prior-
ity points for public housing in such
a way as to encourage families of two
children.

The housing would give the high-
est priorities, in allocating new flat
or arranging transfers to b i gger
flats,to those with two or fewer chil-
dren, with a slight drop in priority
for the tnree-child families and lit-
tle priority for those who already had
large families.,

Paid maternity leave both in govern-
ment service and under the Employment
Actwould be reduced after Aug. 1 1973
form three to two confinements. Accou-
chment fees would be $150, $75 a n d
$100 for the first three children,
rising steeply to $200 for the fourth
and $250 for the fifth and subsequent
children.

Income tax relief would be given only
for three children.

Since 1974, spriority for entry to Pri-
mary One_had been extended to children
one of whose parents had been sterilised
Work permit holders marrying Singapor-
eans are required to promise that they
will undergo sterilization after the
birth of the second child. (N.N.24 Jan
1976)

8.

1)

March 1976. Only children whose p a r=
ents were sterilised before they reach
40 years of age will be given priority
for &dmission to Pri. One. Under t h e
new ruling top priority will be given
to children of those parents who have
been sterilised after the second child
over those who undergo sterilization
after the third or fourth child.

The Far, Eastern Economic Review, 2 n d
April 1976, aptly calls it '"Creating
new classes of people", Under t h i s
heading, the Review reported extenw-
sively on the recent catholic object-
ions to the use of "compulsory steri-
lization introduced last year a part
of the Singapore population control
policy". It added that "some feared
that it was another step towards a
creeping '1984'"., bnp Augustine Tan,
M.P. and political Secretary to the
Prime Minister, chastised the govern-
ment for its "attempt to influence in-
dividual moral choices". He said it
should not advocate immoral means to
attain its good obiectives

The rationale for such harsh measures

was not readily apparent. Furthermore

only 1,400 marriages between work per-
mit holders and Singaporeans were reg-
istered last year, The clergy and oth-
er Singaporeans fear that sterilisati-
on is only a forerunner of more draco-

nian population control measures.Some
fear. that the sterilisation measures
were possibly feelers to test the amou-
nt of protest from the local populace.

2)Le "Monde". 27th March 1976, head-
lined: "In Singapore, where the poor
have to undergo sterilisation".
"On the 4th of March, 15 catholi¢ pries-
ts of Singapore distributed an open let-
ter to the Prime Minister, Mr Lee Kuan
Yew, in order to protest against the
method used by the government to encou-
rage sterilisation." This was followed
by a summary of the open letter.

On the same day, the paper's chief edi-
tor commented on sterilisation th Singa-
pore and India under the heading: '"Con-
traception and repression, Demographic
giddiness".

"eeeeee In Singapore the same. offence
forbids the getting of work permit.Will
they let the delinquent mother suckle
child behind bars? Will the jobless fa-
ther be more aple to feed his children?
««ss.Between the naivety of those who
promote "development" as the only remedy
to the demographic conditions and the
barbarian laws of those who subject the
couples to "norms of production", the
way of responsibility, information and
persuasion without force, seems to be a
very narrow path., However, it is the
way of justice and reason ecceeeececccas

It says
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Families are measured into homes
1ln careful doses prescribed by sense,
Science, and authority.
Cannot err.

The malady is serious.
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FAMILY

Is the population.

Mathus was a clever man;

And if his predictions of total annihilation
Failed, it is because we chose other weapons

Through mutual agreements in the nation
To réduce the numbers.

PlL2NNING

Barter and bargain follow an inexorable

Law., If a child's laughter and babies' smiles

Have been soid, we have other things. The sacrifice

Is not in vain. We are rich in refrigerators, clothes in latest styles

And an occasional bomb or two.

Children fly like zephyrs dirtying carpets,
Planes are faster and do not sully dresses.
And look at the profits. ]
And freedom from chores like combing children's tresses

Women have leisure.

And washing clothes.

Much money divided by few men equals
Prosperity. If children belong to a realm
Not of this world, why, we have other kingdoms
Like space, and,experiences where at the helm
Presides a face we have seen before.

Restrict your love to statistical standards.
Be freed of the necessity of pain and sacrifice.
Man shall not live by bread alongbut by gadgets,
And artificial aids. And children are only nad at a price.
Let them decrease!

K. HASSAN
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oan see light
the

dietanee...

A weak typical student, I was

Who tould see no future

and whose sight narrow

Study day and night, I did
hoping to score colourful grades
It's a struggle just too personal
and I could see no light...

My friends came to me
They told me
that thousands were starving
I didn't bother
They said
that our countrymen were evicted
I turned a deaf ear
They asked me
to join in campaigning for flood
victims
I was too busy to care
They informed me
that workers were unjustly
retrenched
I was not at all impressed
For I thought the diploma was above all
But later I was annoyed by heavy
tutorials
and depressed by tasteless lectures
I was happy no more
and I could see no light....

I began to ask myself, is that life?
I could draw no solution
My friends came to me again
They told me
that students were deported and
jailed
I wondered, and I asked, why?
My friends were cheered,
for I started to show concern
They said our big bosses were weak
I was enlishtened, and 1 asked,
"What can we students do?"
They said we must be concerned
fight and stand united

WELCOME!
mY NEW
FRIENDS

SAMUEL TAY

You come innocent,
into this new environment
You come with wisdom, intelligence
and a youthful spirlt,
and a green brain of starving
knowledge
For you see no true face of society
you understand no suppression of
people
and you hear no repression of our
students
You come with a simple aim,
to acquire expertise
and to secure a stable life.
But do you know
this is true life by no means?
Now you come to the students' union,
a place where your brother3s and
sisters work hand-in-hand
to serve the students and people
You will understand,
Our stay in Poly is more than 3 'L's
and our people are being oppressed,
and our society is just in no time.
You will realize,
Your duty towards the society,
and students' struggle shall not cease
Come, come in awareness
Let your coming be
a service to the society
For this.is your sacred responsibilityi!
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I musedesss
and I began to see light....

Now I understand that's true

I join my friends and be involved
and I seek the meaning of life

and I can see lightes..

The victory shall be ours

For we can see light in the distance
And the light is approaching.’

+ THE TALE 1IF A LLA5S -

Editorial Note:

Kamaruzaman Yacub is now in the political detention centre in Taiping. He was one
of the many student leaders arrested under the notorious Internal Security Act after
the Baling peasants' uprising in December 1974. At the time of his arrest he was t:e
President of the University of Malaya Students' Union. The Union is now banned. It
was under Kamaruzaran's leadership that UMSU changed from a welfare organisation to

a pro-people student movement.

Sungai Pahang, in the state of Pahang, is tne largest river in Malaya. Fahang had
the glorious tradition of revolts against the British colonizers and Japanese aggre-
ssors. Today the flames of struggle against oppression and neo-colonization are still

burning in Pahang.

x
This is a tale of a lass

without a name

I know her

for she

is history

for she

is the red flame of nationalism
for she

symbolises our women.
This is a tale of a lass
without a name.

Her love

for the land

for the nation

without end.

11

How unflinching is your spirit
wading through Sungai Pahang
in tre thick Black night

full of determination

bearing a secret message

to save

those lives and the guard-post
across the river

from being devoured by the bullets
of thke colonizers.

How unflinching is your spirit

wading through Sungai Pahang

in the <hick black night

in a rain of bullets.

Despite such high courage

your name has never been mentioned
Unlike swimmers of the English Channel
or the Straits of Malacca

whose deed are so minute

compared to yours

How unflinching is your spirit

to sacrifice your flesh as a target
for your blood has reddened the water
and your final gasps of breath are
silenced by the rattling of the guns

I11
I know

the beauty painted

across your now still face
for

the secret in your breast
has been delivered.

And has saved all

those lives and the guard-post.
A lass

without a name

how priceless

is your life.

There may be

no gallery to exhibit

your mute face.

no coffin laden with banners

to wave your departure,

no canmnon shots

solemn music of goodbye,

no crildren forced to.line up

in the hot burning sun

all along the way to the burial ground.

Let me convey the news

that

there is a record of this forgotten deec
in our poetry and songs

iv

I know

you do not regret

You do not regret

not because

Sungai Pahang is still reddened
with your blood

or reflecting a beautiful tune
in its gentle flow

But

You are content

for the message has been delivered.
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FT1O0P OPPRESSMG-
JAH STRPENTS |

In a resolution passed during an ex-
tra ordinary Ex-co meeting cf SPSU 16th
Council, the Ex-Co resolved not to rec-
ognise the present students' council of
NUSU. This is in line with the principle
of SPSU in refusing recognition to stu-
dents' organisations which consist of
members appointed by their University or
College Authority.

WHYy EX-Co RESOLUED NoT To EE-
COGNISE MISU STUDENTS colicy,

On the 10th March 1976, the V.C. of
NU, formally announced the dismissal of
Ho Juan Tai, President of NUSU,and appo-
inted Loh Ngiap Jin as the President of
NUSU 12th Students' Council.

EVENTS THAT LED To Ho JUAN
TAlS DISMISSAL

AMENDMENT OF CoMSTITUTION

In December last year, the University
Council of NU amended article II, secti-
on 10 of the constitution. In this amen-
dment, three additional clauses were ad-
ded to the above-mentioned section and
read as follow:

(I) Students who have two demerit points,
resulting from breach of University
Regulations, would lose their right
to the post of councillor, VP or. Pr-
esident.

(IT)Students who repeat their studies
would lose their right to the post
of councillor, Vice President or
President, unless otherwise granted
permission by the V.C.

(III)When any vacancy arises, the V.C.
has to decide whether to hold an
election or to appoint a member of
students! council to act on behalf
of the original office-bearer until
the term .of office expires.

—Technoerat Reporter—

Looking at the additional clause (I)
it seefs justifiable not to have stud-
ents with poor conduct in the students®
council. On clause (II), the bar impose
ed cn students who repeated their studi-
es is not acceptable. This clause is
meant to victimize student activists,
who because of their active involvement
in Union's work have rendered them uns-
uccessful in their exams. As for the
third clause, it has in a way given au-
thoritv to the V.C. to appoint a coun-
cillor to be an Ex-co. The undemocra-
tic nature of the amerdment is hence re-
vealed. However, the matter of paramount
importance is that the constitution is

amended by the University Council and not
by the students. This is another ruthless
act by the University authority.

If we were to keep closely td the
events that follow after this, we wculd
see the underlying reason for this amend-
ment of NUSU's constitution.

Incipent THAT Led To Ho % DismisSAL

Since the appointment of Dr. Lee Chiaw
Merg as Vice-chancellor of Naryang Univ-
ersity, the medium of teaching in Nanyan¢
University has undergone a radical change.
Nearly all the subjects are taught in
English,

Around Fekruary, with the approaching
of exams. in N.U. there were ccnfusion
among students on whether which medium tc
use in their exams. After receiving much
enquiries from the students, the President,
Ho Juan Tai took up the issue to the Re-
gistrar,

On the 21st Feb 1376, in a meeting
with Ho Juan Tai, the Registrar gave ver-
bal promise that the Admin would allow
students to choose either English or Chi-
nese as their medium of exams and that
instructions will be given to examiners
to mark indiscriminately on exam papers,
be it written in Chinese or English. Ho

then put up a notice, conveying the mess-
age of the Registrar to the students. Ho-
wever on the next day a notice from the
Registrar repudiated the earlier promises.
Instead it said that:-

(i) all 1lst year students can choose
to answer either in English or in Chinese,

(ii) for 2nd and 3rd year students, if
the lectures are given in Chinese, they
can use Chinese, while for those lectures
given in English, they can then use Engl-
ish.

(iii)If lectures are given both in
English and Chinese the students can cho-
cse either of the medium to answer.

On 2nd March, Ho received a letter no-
tifying him that a meeting pertaining to
the exam medium would be held on the 4th
March, by the Disciplinary Comrittee. He
was asked to stay outside the meeting
place so as to be available in case the

meeting needed him,

On 4th March, a letter sent to Ho
from the Registrar said that Ho was
given a demerit point tor "putting up
notices contrary to the truth to deli-
berately mislead the students."

He was allowed to appeal on the case
tefore 9th March. But as the exam was on,
Ho was too busy. He appéaled on 9th March
tut was not entertained.,

Prior to this incident, Ho was qgiven
one demerit point on the ground that he
hbrought opublications of USSU to the camp
us.

Therefore, Ho has altogether two de-
merit points which under the amended co-
nstitution would bar him from all posts
within the Union., On the 10th March, the
V.C. formally announced the dismissal of
Ho and appointed Loh who was vice~presi-
dent.then, to succeed Ho as President,

The justifiability of the two demerit
points given to Ho may be doubted. How-
ever, even if it werejustifiable, to app-
oint a successor to the Presidency of
NUSU is an out and out contemptible and
undemocratic act by the University auth-
ority. In doing so, the University auth-
ority had shown to the students that the
authority does not have in mind the sli-
ghtest concern for their opinions.

The situation facing NUSU makes one's
attention turn to USSU. Before the pass-
ing of the Amendment Bill, USSU was still
an autonomous students® organisation. Now
that the Bill had been passed and the
statute under which the new Union shall
function was drafted, it induces one into

questioning: will the new Union face sim-
ilar fate as NUSU?
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the bio-data case .6
The clerk listened, thought and
said firmly, "I also have the same feeling
as you., I feel so bad when I put down low
points for the poorer children, according

to the standard bio-data book given by
the Education Ministry. I know that these
children's future will be determined by
these points as there are computers that
store up all these informations. I feel
like vomiting everytime I put them down
for I know all these are unreliable. When
I think of my own child or my smaller
prothers and sisters, or yours, I really
know that they will have no chance what-
soever to become people that can be lead-
drs of this island but rather clerks of
tomorrow Those "leaders" posts will be
reserved for the sons or grandsons of the
ministers or some other big shots. Actua-
11y I don't know why they are doing these
things to us, the very people who put
them where they are now. If they really
want to improve the poor surely they can
organise free tuition campaigns where the
university and polytechnic students can
be involved. I am sure that the two stu-
dents' unions will response if the gover-
nment actively and stnhcerely encougage
these students to go to the poorer areas
of Singapore and see these realities for
themselves. Now, all I know is that when
I register a child from a poor family,
he will end up as a factory worker and
yours will be a clerk."

"Damn them! We will not let them go!"

cursed the enraged mother.
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(noN AARENESSTHRO’ MASS PARTICIPHTION

The theme of this year's (1976/77)
Orientation 18 "Union Awareness Thro'
Mass Participation”. That the FOC Central
had adopted this theme was after mucn
consideration of the prevailing situation
within and without the campuses. To the
new students, they may wonder why such a
theme was chosen. By "Union Awareness" we
mean the consciousness of the values of a
students' union within and without the
campuses as well as the roles of a stud-
ent in a students' union.

OrienTATION GAMES

R T -

STUDENTS' UNION

It is the inalienable right of stu-
dents in tertiary institutions to organ-
ise themselves with the setting up of
students' union. However, not all stude-
nts' unions are given full autonomy.
There are basically two types of students
organisations; govt controlled and auto-
nomous. In the govt. controlled students'
unions, decisions are made at the top by
the authorities and students leaders are
only puppets manipulated to execute the
alloted tasks. For the autonomous type,
the running of the student organisations
is done in a democratic manner. It is
conceivable that only an autonomous stu-
dents' union can truly represent the in-
terests of students. Our Union, SPSU, be-
longs to this type of students’' union.

Our union is also an organisation
which enables students to come together
to organise various activities for the
other students. Activities like camp,
talks and forum, hike, film show, slide
shows, etc are organised to enable more
students to come together to exchange
their ideas. In this way the students'’
union can also play an active role in
the educating of the students both mor-

ally, and intellectually. This function
of a students' union is especially impo-
rtant in view of an educational system
which forces us to learn for the sake of
passing exams.

Last but not least, our students'
union also provides facilities for spo-
rts and games. It also runs the cheapest
photocopy service in Polytechnic and a
students service centre to provide cheap
daily-needed stationeries for all Poly
students.

WHAT ARE THE VALUES OF A STUDENTS' UNION
INSIDE THE CAMPUS

The most important function of a
students' union within the campus is very
similar to that of a trade union within a
factory ie. its representation of the
whole students' body. Throughout our

unions history, our union has been effect-

ive in voicing out the opinions and will

of the students on the major policies made
by the Administration. Also their opinions
on food prices, class room facilities,
sports facilities, lecturers, etc were
voiced out thro' the students' union .

Take for example, a mass demanstration

was held in 1971 to protest against the
removal of Poly students to a broken- down
and poorly-facilitated PMC to make place
for Engineering students of the University
of Singapore. Unfortunately this import-
ant value of the students' union is not
realised by many students and it is import-
ant that each and everyone of us understand
this and put in effort to safeguard the
survival of our union.

STUDENTS' UNION'S ROLE BEYONG THE CAMPUS

There has been much controversy over
this question within the Polytechnic in
the past due to varying views. Basically
the 2 opposing views are: (1) students'
union should 1limit its activities to
students and students only. (2) students'

unien has a role to play both inside and
beyond the campus.

It can be seen that the first view
orginated from the self-centred and
individualistic mentality of some studen-
ts. This mentality is a reflection of the
objective environment, which stresses on

individual pursuits for higher social
status and a more materialistic life. The
authorities who created such an environ-
ment have the ulterior motive to infuse
students with individualistic thinking so
as to sequester them from the rest of the
society. The second view belongs to stu-
dents who wanted the association of stu-
dents with the society. Students are an
integral part of society and we are here
in Poly at the expense of many others.
We, therefore, owe an obligation and res-
ponsibility to justice, equality and the
society.

The role of a students' union is
very much dependent on the type of socie-
ty it is in. In Singapore the students’
union can be effective in playing the
role of a social watchdog. Our union can
be an effective social watchdog in the
sense that it is able to analyse the po-
licies of the policy makers without any

bias and it.can voice out its opinion
thro' press release, Technocrat, posters
banners etc and also collecting public
opinions. The anti-bus-fare hike campaign
is a good example of our union's role
in society as a social watchdog. The re-
trenchment research centre is another.

Our union is also able to organise
the students to give some immediate help
to needy people and if possible, help
them to help themselves. Projects such as
road mending, tuition scheme, etc are the
most popular projects organised. However,
a bigger one was the Bangladesh Flood Re-
lief Campaign.

It is beyond doubt that our students
union can be effective in playing its role
in the soclety but it effectiveness will
be very much dependent on the support of
the students. How, then can we play our
part in the students' union to make it
effective in serving the students and the
people?

There are many ways in which a stu-
dent can help to make the union more ef-
fective., However they can be classified
mainly into passive and active support.

ACTIVE SUPPORT

Active support means to support by
getting involved eg. by joining certain
standing committees, helping to distri-
bute the uniorls publication, drawing pos-

ters, helping to organise activities
like games, forum etc. Active support is
very vital to a students' union as it is
this support that keeps the unions mach-
ineries running.
However, not everyone will be able to su-
pport the union to that extent. Here the
importance and relevance of passive supp-
ort comes in.

PASSIVE SUPPORT

For many, active support means too
much involvement and they cannot afford
it. (due to committment in other fields,
study, family pressure etc) However it is
always convenient and IMPORTANT for all,
EACH AND EVERY ONE to give passive supp-
ort. Without passive support from majori-
ty of the students the active support of
some students would be of little use.
Passive support came in forms like read-
ing theunion's publication, reading noti-
ces, participate in activities organised
by the union, voting to the best of your
knowledce during the union's election,
signing petition in campaign organised by
the union, contributing articles to the
union's publication, giving your opinions
and suggestions to the students' council
etc.

To sum up, a union has its role to
play, both in and outside the campus and
it has its duty and responsibility to
the students and the society. Each and
everyone of us have our role to play in
the union ahd have our responsibility to
society. However, owing to differences in
conditions, and circumstances we are in,
some of us might be able to participate
actively, whereas others can only give
passive support. But, whether passive or
active, each little bit of effort is imp-
ortant for us to make our union an effect-
ive students' union and our stay in Poly
a beautiful stay.

e
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SPRSU RESOLUTTON

On April 10th 1976 at the 4th Ordina-—
ry Council Meeting of SPSU a resolution
was passed. 1t reads: "The 16th Council cf
BPSU rejects the cpen invitation to join
the IUS as a member as the Council goubts
the authenticity of its membership and-
suspects the organisational structure of
the IUS to be undemocratic and further if
it truly represents the interests of stu-
dents/" To understand why the students'
Council so resolved we have to start with
the mission of the IUS Vice President.

/US Vice Fresident

In February the IUS which is based
in Prague, Czechoslovakia, send its vice-
president, Labeed Abbawy, on an Asian
tour in an attempt to set up ties with
students bodies in the region where the
IUS had little or no contact.

Labeed arrived in S'pore in March and
rang up SPSU, requesting for a meeting
with the president at his hotel. Repres-
entatives from SPSU, USSU and NUSU went
to his hotel, Labeed spoke of the benef-
its of joining the IUS. Scholarship were
offered and air-tickets (one-way) to Pra-
gue to visit the IUS Secretariat.

J . 1L - _
ASA’ s /agjec fonr
Labeed then approached the Secre-
tary General of the Hong Kong based Asian
students® Association (ASA), wanting to
set up link between ASA and IUS. The Sec-
retary General of ASA rejected the offer
and among the reasons given was that one
of ASA members, AUS has just withdrawn
from IUS basing on the facts that:-
1. the main political orientation of IUS,
that of a detente with world imperial-
ism, does not coincide with the concr-

ete requirements of an organisation
devoted to the elimination of Capital-
ism and Imperialism,

2. And the structure and membership of
IUS is not such as to assure us of ei-
ther the guarantee of full democratic
rights for member organisation of the
democratic nature and autonomy of mem-
ber organisations themselves.

AUS delegation who attended IUS meet-
ings reported of“Student Leaders" who are
4o - 50 years old. It was also the first
time thev saw a Secretary of Students'
Union suffer from heart attack. Besides,
AUS, there are an increasing number of
students organisation in the IUS who are
dissatisfied with the structure of IUS.

/US 5a¢cé_§raund .

IUS was formed in 1946 to fight aga-
inst Fascist Nazism. It was hence a pro-
gressive at first. However, ever since
1940 the IUS took a qualitative change.
IUS policies were so much influenced by
the East European countries that the Am-
ericans propped up the ISC to counter
the IUS. Ever since Russia took a revis-
ionist line and started advocating "det-
ente" the IUS organised or participated
in no less than 11 conference advocating
"Security and peace in Europe. The Russi-
ans have been selling "detente'" to the
rest of the world in an azttempt to disgu-
ise its global expansion as manifested
by its more than 3 million snidiers, more
than 10 thousands tanks and over a thous-
and nuclear warheads in preparation for
sweeping through Europe with conventional
and nuclear weapons. Millions of armed
forces are being stationed along the Sin-
o-Mongolian border. Soviet flewats are
patrolling all the cceans, capable of
controlling any major sea passage in the
shortest moment. The IUS has since imple-
mented policies which closely coincide
with the Soviet Union. For example, a
recent issue »f an IUS publication stat-

The IUS Presidium

B2 3 5

e L EFLL (sPSU)

46 48 (2 e ik (LUS) 69148 v

gl XEBNE—ABH-NELELBRBBTH
EA T S ANV 3

I P28 5 (sesu) 69 2240

7645 4 10H, IR¥ELWENAEE LS
WHAE-AMNE: “RELFTAREFQELRA
ER¥EELA. EHEELRERGSARBYT
IR ERERNAANE TN, EFERRES
KERREERGAR., " AT THRIALEFE LS
x4 — AR, BV NE BBt El 2K BT
SRR,

Atz 3|4 212 %

Afe R, AR E AR B B R P RIK
Bl ek, MEKEEMNE, ERRIFRIRHKE
W AR,

WA= RE T B, RATRERE TR,
EXRE5HAE AN QKW EMER NRIE S5ttt
fre¥., EoRW, HAKET SmERERGRE
&, AERAXES REPENRAGLE LS
HE R ERAB AL

M2y 14 5.083A)
16 48, 3) F# 7 BL 05 .85 73

BB EHE, Hbd BRI AT I T $ &
AREREBHEXE, TAEEDSBBKELT
Ay BB 46 FH0IE i O — R TN A Ay
—AER, AASBETUTERAENRT B K ¥
B —

CEFERAFEECRRT “ %4 " kb B

HAREA— AR TFHREREXPFEE
X AR RA R
CER¥RNAR S 2 REMETREES A
MRERA, RESRAGHREY K & B
E.

U5 NE ERERANNAAERRERETH
FWE+$WERERE FETH " 28, Hpl
BAE— KB E AL RBEEHTE LR . B
THMEBI, AMARS R R AT EF SR
T

Htegfs 2 %%

EIFRBt7E 10464 )Ry, RYH— NS WHE
K, TERTHFEBHIEE N, EREE 19604

RETECTS INVITATION
ToJoIN L U-S-

— ABOULLRH —

ed that the Buropean Security Conference
had set a model for Asia, inspiring the
Asian people to work for an "Asian Colle-
ctive Security System" wnich is in compl-
ete agreement with the official viewpocint
and tone of the Soviet Union.

7he Fress —Malicious

In the midst of this issue, the Str-
aits Times came up on March 25th 1976 wi-
th a report headlined "Prague Body wants ,
ties with Students Unions. The report em-
bodied such statements as "...tertiary
student bodies...asked by a communist-ba-
cked international students' organisation
to establish links and strengthen relati-
onships with it." It is obvious that the
report is trying to link the local stude-
nts' Unions, especially SPSU and USSU,
with the so-called "Communist-backed int-
ernational Students' organisations" This
is apparently to create fear in the peop-
le's minds of "communist infiltration" in
the Students' Unior.

The report concluded: "It is believed
that student leaders from the University
of Singapore, Singapore Polytechnic and
Nanyang University are "considering" Mr.
Abbawi's suggestions."

What makes the press '"believed" so?
We can deduce that after having built up
the fear in the people's minds, the press
go on to say that we are "considering'"the
proposal which means we may be accepting
it and hence we are also "communist-bac-
ked" as IUS. This is yet another tactic
to discredit the Students' union in the
eyes of the public by a severely-prescri-
bed presse

; US Fresident
, @§lMﬁm Ulcak .
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THE DeveLOPMENT ©OF THE

HUMAN

SOCIETY s 355 b

Introduction: The civilisation of mankind has taken thousands of years. But, the his-

tory of mankind has a long span of time

of about one million years. In this long pe-

riod, mankind has gone through several stages of social development.

The development of all human societies for about one million years in all countries
showed the common characteristics of regularity and consistency and is governed by a
law in its development. In the beginning, we had a primitve, clan society; then a
slave owning society, followed by a feudal society or serfdom and capitalist society

anda-ceee

Himitive Clan Society

In the primitive society, the implements
of the early man were obtained directly
from the wild nature. At the beginning, the
implements were made of stone. Later on,
metals were discovered and metallic imple-
ments were used, The main occupation of the
primitive people was hunting of wild ani-
malse.

The only means of subsistence for the
primitive people was from nature. The str-
uggle with nature for survival has led the
primitive people to live in groups as only
collective efforts could ensure survival.

In the primitive time, there was no
clans distinction. All hunting tools be-
longed to the group and the animals they
hunted were consumed by the group.. No in-
dividual was allowed to possess hunting
tool.

Owing to natural disasters and scarcity
of wild animals (or food), there began to
have-greup migrations to sites where so-
urcas of food were plentiful. The migrat-
ions were done in large groups. After set-
tling down and living together for some
generations, a kin relationship was de-
veloped among the primitive people. These
kinds of collective groups were known as
patriarchal family or clan family.

Within each clan, all the foods obtain-
ed were consumed by the collective group.
Members of each .clan still lived collect-
ively. During the time, the primitive peo-
ple began ®o divide jobs between male and
female. The males went hunting whileg the
females picked fruits. Individuals were
allowed to possess implements like perso-
nal weapon.

Leaders were elected from the clan mem-
bers to lead the clan in variogs affairs.
These leaders were people with more expe-
rience and usually the elder ones.

In the primitive clan society, the
means of production was owned by the co-
llective group. There was no private or
individual property. The productivity of
labour in this primitive society was very
low.

Slave Owning Societ/v

In the primitive age, due to the scarcity
of lands with rich resources. wars bet-
ween clans seizing these lands were fre-
quent. These wars had brought about a
large number of captives and they were
vsually slaughtered by their captors.

By this time, man had already learnt to
plant crops and raigse livestock. These
two kinds of work required a lot of man-
power. The captives of the wars were ma-
de slaves to do planting of crops a n d

raising of livestocks.

Thus we seé a slaveowning society, t h e.
first human society with class division,
emerged from a primitive classless socie-
ty. Ancient Greece and Rome are typical
examples of slaveowning society.

On the Roman law, slaves were regarded
aschattels and not as human beings. They
were forced to do compulsory labour and
the fruits of their labour were expropri-
ated by the slave owners. The brutal and
merciless treatment on the slaves had re-
sulted in many deaths. The slave popula-
tion then declined and replenishment was
possible through enslaving more captives
in wars.

Discontentment and hatred grew among the

oppressed slaves and they put up revolts

adainst their masters. These revolts were
mercilessly subdued. State, as a machine

to bring the oppressed class in obedience
to the oppressor, made its first appear-

ance in human society during the slavery

age. The slaveowners used the state appa-
ratus to bring the slaves into their sub-
jugation.

With large number of slaves engaged in
production, the production rate was raised
Improvement in techniques of production
further increased the productivity. These
developments had given rise to more goods
available in the market and helped to pro-
mote trade and other economic activities.

However, at a certain stage of develop-
ment, the production rate began to be un-
able to cope up with the progress of so-
ciety. This was due to three factors.
Firstly, the slaves population was decli-
ning due to merciless exploitation and
replenishment was. not sufficient. Second-
ly, among the normal citizens, there bred
a contempt for labour and were unwilling
to do hard manual work. Lastly, the incr-
easing tide of rebellions had severely
impaired the economic structure. In an-
cient Roman Empire., there were numerous
slave revolts of large and small scale.
Among the most prominent heroes of the
revolts, was a man by the name of Spar-
tacus. Under the leadership of Spartacus,
the united and armed slaves gave the Ro-
man Empire hard blows and severe shocks.

The slavery age was at its doom.

Feasants’ prising in Ancient China

Feudal § ociety

The slave owning society was followed by
a new form of society - the feudal socie-
ty. In a great number of countries, sla-

#— very in the course of its development ev-

olved into serfdom. In feudal society, the
the fundamental division of society was
ifdto feudal landlords and peasant serfs.,

The landlord did not own the peasants
serfs as chattels but that he was only
entitled to their labour and to compel
them to perform certain services. T h e
peasant might work a definite number of
days for himself on the plot assigned to
him by the landlord, on the other days
the peasant serf worked for his lord.

The essence of class society remained;
society was based on the exploitation of
one class by another. In this case, the
minority landlords domlnated the vast ma-
jority peasant serfs. Nevertheless awid-
er road was opened for the emancipation
of the peasants since the peasant  serf
was not regarded as direct, pvroperty o f
the ‘landlord. He could work part of his
time on his own plot. This relation o f
production had resulted in higher produce

tion rate because the peasant serfs could
have more share if they work harder.

There was increasing opportunities for
the development of trade and exchange of
commodities as there wer'e more goods for
circulation in the market.

The development of trade and the develop-
ment of commodity exchange led to the em—
ergence of a new class - the capitalist.
In Europe, at the close of the Middle
Ages, with the discovery of America, wor-
1d trade flourished. Silver and gold be-
came the instrument of exchange and were
recognised as wealth all over the world.
Trading and other commercial activities
had made possible the circulation of mo-
ney and had led’' to concentration of weal-
th.in individuals. The economic power of
the landlord class declined and the power
of the new class - the representatives of
capital - developed.

In the development stage of the feudal
society, handicraft industries had deve-
loped from household scale to workshop
handicraft industries. Workshop enabled a
conglcmeration of skilled, semi-skilled
workers and apprentices to engage in pro-
ducing a product. This was the beginning
of large scale production of commodities
in huge factories.

Large scale production of commodities in
factories needed a large pool of 1labour
force. In the feudal society, the chief
source of such labour was from the coun-
tryside where there large number of pot-
ential labourers. But, these peasants
were bound to the lands under the feudal
system. Contradiction began to arise bet-
ween the newly emerged class - the capi-
talist and the feudal system.

As mentioned earlier, the feudal society
was still a society based on class e x -
ploitation. As the society developed, the
class contradiction between the feudal
landlord and peasants sharpened, This.
contradiction was the result of the gree-
dy, exploitative nature of the feudal
landlords Numerous uprisings were put up
‘by the peasants to fight for their just
demand for better life.

In Europe, around 15th and 16th Century,
feudalism eventually gave way to Capita-
lism.

Caplfa(ist Sociej/

In the late days of the feudal system,
several types of machines were already
use in factories. These machines like
spinning-jenny were expensive and only

the minority few - the capitalist could
afford it, The factory and other means of
production were owned by the capitalist
while the working class had nothing ex-
cept their labour to sell

In combating feudalism, the capitalist
proclaimed liberty for the whole people
and declared that it expressed the will
of the whole people. They denied it is a
class state.

Under the capitalist system, all men are
equal before the law, irrespective of
what capital each owns. The capitalist
system advocates free enterprise and free
competition. An entrepreneur has the
right to employ any workers. Workers can
also choose the factory he likes to work
in, Laissez-faire policy was practised in
this type of society.

But the fact that capitalist society is
still a class society cannot be denied.
The form of exploitation is changed under
capitalism. The owners of capital, the
owners of the land, the owner of the
mills and factories in all capitalist
countries corgtituted an insignificant mi-
nority of the population who have comple-
te command of the labour of the whole
people and consequently‘cémmand, oppress
and exploit the whole mass of labourers
who procure their livelihood in the pro-
cess of production only by the sale of
their labour power.

Within the capitalist class, those with
more capital swallow up the smaller capi-
talists. The wealth of the world begin to
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==FILM  REVIEW =

THE SAND PEBBLES

Recently, a Hollywood-produced film, The Sand Pebbles, was screened locally., It

aroused concern and discussion among many people.
others who seldom see western films went to see the show.

Many western film fans and many

Probably one of the reasons

was that it was starred by Steve Mcqueen and two other famous actors.

The company also pulled in a French
girl of Siamese origin and a Japanese to
act as Chinese. What's even more startl-

ing and shameful was that the shooting of
this film was backed by the Taiwan Chiang
regime. It ordered the Ministry of Defen-

ce, Ministry of Education, the Central
Film Company to give assistance in every
possible way viz. manpower as temporary
actors, loaning of the whole Kilung

harbour and other technicalities.

started with
Shanghai and
In order to have

The story of the show
events happening in the
Changsha areas in 1926.

a correct knowledge and analysis of the
film, let's look at a brief historical
background of old China in 1926.

After the 1911 revolution 1led by Dr.
Sun Yat Sen, the Chinese society did not
change basically as the revolution had
only pulled down the feudal Emperor from
the political stage. What remained press-
ing on top of the people'’s heads were the
three great mountains - the feudal landl-
ord, the bureaucrat comprador and t h e
imperialist. The warlords who divided
China into pieces of land for their own
power, had then
China. China remained a semi - colonial,
semi-feudal state, Therefore, in their
struggle against the feudal landlords and
warlords to build a united , democratic
New China, the Chinese people had t o
fight the imperialists who had invaded
China and had openly supported factions
of warlords for their own interests.

In 2924, Dr. Sun reorganised the Kuo-
mintang and proposed various innovational
policies. Upon nis ceath, the Southern
revolutionary forces followed these poli-
cies. From Kwangchow (Canton) they moved

towards the north to exterminate the war-

lords. The people of Yangtze Kiang region
had mocilised themselves, forming organi-

concentrated in Northern

sations and unions. The choice of the
very place of the story of the film, Cha-
ngsha, was not coincidental but had ulte-
rior motives.

The film strongly implied, through
the captain of the ship, Sao Paulo, that
the Americans were 'neutral®, not suppor-
ting either the southern revolutienary
forces nor the northern warlords.

But the fact is: the U.S. imperialist
aided a warlord, Wu Pei-fu, by giving
arms worth US$3 million, 10,000 guns , 20
million rounds of bullets and 250 machine
guns. All these arms were used to suppre-
ss and to slaughter the people and t h e
revolutionary forces of the south. 'Neut-
ral' - what a shameful out-and-out 1 i e
, aimad at misleading people who do not
know the historical facts. Such a venomous
,motive must be exposed. Such a mask must
be torn to pieces.

Not even a word was mentioned about
the cruel and brutal acts of the imperia-
lists but instead it was arranged so that
the temporary Taiwan actors acted as Chi-
nese who were cruel, violent rioters. The
film falsifies history by portraying the
Chinese struggle against the imperialists
as one without any conceivable grounds
and by indicating that the Americans were
forced to defend themselves. The invaders
had suddenly become the "invaded".

The U.S. navy was sent to invade
China. The scriptwriter however portrayed
two navy men, Horman and Francis, as hero-
es in trying to save a Chinese prostitute
(starred by the Siamese). Their "brave"
act was futile as the Chinese killed the
girl and Horman was then framed up as the
murderer. The invaders had now suddenly
become the "“kind-hearted heroes"!

In another scene, a Chinese coolie
(starred by the Japanese) was shown to be

caught by workers and students and accus-
ed to be a "running dog" or "lackey'". He
was then tied on a wooden stack. His shi-
rt was torn and his body was cut bit by
bit by the workers and students! They did
not want to kill him at once but just
wanted to torture him. This scene was
aimed at misleading the audience that the
Chinese people who had risen to fight
against the imperialists were barbaric,
violent rioters!

Another malicious scene featured a
nissionary who refused to go with the
captain, whose duty was to "protect" every
American citizen. At first this missionary
even renounced his citizenship and stres-
sed that he would stay on in China as the
Chinese were good people.

But how did the scene turn out? Just
as the captain and the missionary were
arguing hotly, an injured Chinese student
came running to inform the missionary
that the Chinese people had come to invade
the missionary school. The missionary
unhesitantly went out, confident that he
could convince the Chinese to stop. But
he was shot dead. What was the intention
of the script-writer? It was none other
than to give the impression that the
Chinese people were not trustworthy. They
were not humane but killed even a good
"white". Hence it was only logical and
justifiable that the Americans had to kill
the Chinese. The Chinese deserved such
punishment.

There were many other unscrupulous
and despisable tactics used by the script
writer alming at disgracing debasing
and dehumanizing the character of the
Chinese people. The author of the book on
which the film is based, Richard Mckenna,
served in the U.S. Navy in the 1920s. He
was sent to China on a warship. His brain
is full of colonialism and white superio-
rity complex. All these are proved by the
distortion of history in his book.

Many a time the audience was in great
applause as if they were adoring the cap-
tain's "bravery" and sympathy towards
the two U.S. navy men who had tried hard
to save the Chinese girl. They are ignor-
ant of history! We must present facts to
expose shows of such nature which seek to
distort history and undermine the people's
interest. We must lead more people to
realise the real truth and not be misled!

DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN
SOC/ETY contd fiom fo (4

concentrate in the hands of a small hand-
ful economic groups. The monopoly of ca-
pital had begun after a certain period of
its development. In some countries, capi-
talism had reached its highest form— mo-
nopoly capitalism or imperialism. The im-
perialist organisation were sénding out
its tentacles, like an octopus, over the
World to plungder and create havoc to man-
kind,

Along with constantly diminishing number
of magnates of capital, grows the mass of
misery, oppression, exploitation and de-
humanisation. Together with these, grows
the revolts of the working class. T h e
working class is ever increasing and its
movement is gaining momentum.

Capitalism, as a. social system, has its
inherent, irreconcilable contradictions.
From its genesis to now, crisis after
crisis had broken out periodically. Each
successive crisis had hastened the immi-
nent collapse: of this moribund, degenera-
ting system.

Where are the inherent contradictions
found? It is found in such system where
the means of production were centralised
in the hands of the minority few and the

production was carried out in anarchy and
had frequently resulted in overproduction.
Inflation had since its inception become
an incurable disease. Furthermore, the
class contradiction between the twe dis-
tinctive classes in capitalist society
had developed and sharpened.

Socialism

The socialisation of production is bound
to lead to the conversion of the means of
production into the property of sociéty.
The conversion to a socialist society will
directly result in an immense increase in
productivity of labour and the replacement
of small scale disunited production by co-
llective and improved labour.

In Socialist state, there are two main
types of ownershipsof means of production.
The ownership by the whope people is also

ownership by the state. Collective ownership

is the ownership by the collective group
of people engaged in the local production.

CONCLUSION

We have touched on the various stages of
development of human society: primitive=
clan society, slavery sge, feudal society
, capitalist society and socialist soc -
iety. Each form of society exhibits its
specific characteristics. These charac-
teristics on the other hand is determined
by the mode of production of material

Yife of that society. The mode of produc-
tion is the combination of social produc-
tive forces and relatiomsof production.

We observed that all sceieties hitherto
have undergone the process of genesis,
development and decline. What are the fo-
rces giving rise to this process of mot-
ion of human society? It is the result of
the conflicts and contradictions of the
productive forces and relations of pro-
duction of a society. In the genesis of a
society, the relations of production pro-
moted the productive forces. At a certain
stage of their development, the produc-
tive forces of society came into conflict
with the existing relations of production
These relations became the impediment of
the progress of productive forces. Then a
social revolution begins with the result
of a formation cof a new relations of pro-
duction. Though the development seems to
repeat the preceding stages, the repeti-
tion is on higher basls, the development
is in spirals or leaps..

The world is becoming smaller as a result
of fast progressing'commhnication system,
the links between countries are becoming
more possible. Knowledge can be dissemi-
natéd very swiftly to the various parts
of the world. Consequently, the develop-
ment ofsocieties need not follow the
pattern we have menticned; they can skip
one or more stages of society and trang-
form into a new form of society.

CROSSWORD

DOWN

1) Person, whose acts are completely con-
trolled by another.

2) Group of three plays or novels, to Dbe
performed or read in succession, each
is complete in itself but with common
subject.

3) Tne founder of the Union of Soviet So-
cialists Republics.

ACROSS

1) The Greek idealist (philosopher) who
wrote the book: My Republica.

2) The highest form of capitalism.

3) Collective term for various grain
plant like barley, oats, wheat.

4) A prominent city in Soviet China.

Cut out and send to Singapore Polytechnic
Students' Union, 9 Prince Edward Road,
Singapore 2.
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"Man's dearest possession is Yife. It is
given to him but once, and he must live
it so as to feel no torturing regrets for
wasted years, never know the burning sha-
me of a mean and petty past; so live that
, dying, he might says all my life, all
my strength were given to the finest cau-
se in all the world - the fight for the
Liveration of Mankind."

NIKOLAI OSTROVSKY

Without the cold and desolation of winter
There could not be the warmth and
splendor of spring

Calamity has tempered and hardened me
Andturned my mind into steel.

HO CHI MINH
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SINGAPORE TECHNOCRAT

SPSU IN
FINANCIAL (RISIS

1974 marks the beginning of the Students
Awakening in Singgpore. This world which
is full of trickery and is extremely un-
just is a rhetdric that pierces the heart
of any concerned student. But far from
being rhetorical, Students haye realised
‘a new perspective of their role in socie-
ty. More students are stepping down from
their ivory towers intoc the realms of. ev-
eryday activity of the masses.

In the year 1974, the students of Singap-
ore realising the social problems of the
Society, had imitiated several campaigns
paying much attention to the Welfare of
the people. Much time and- energy were sp-
ent on taking issues of public intérest
and concern and thus at the same time ar-
ousing the social awareness of Students.

In early February 1974, a joint project -
Anti-Bus Fare Hike were carried out by
NUSU, NATCSU, SPSU and USSU. Though we
were unable to stop the ten cents bus fa-
re hike, {(and the rejection of co-operati-
on from the authorities concerned)
students had been effective in organising
public sentiments against the irrational
‘move of the authorities.

In August 1974, USSU and SPSU jointly la-
unched a Bangladesh Flood Relief Campaign
bearing the principle of taking concern
in the plight of the less fortunate peop-
le amd s&rongly uphold the motto of soci-
al justice. Though again we did not have
the co—oparation from the authorities, we
managed to mobilise not only Students fr-
om SPSU ahd USSU, but also students from
various Secondary Schools. In a short sp-
an of 2 - 3 weeks, we managed to collect
42 lorry loads of clothing and $26 000/-
in cash.

In September 1974, Students of USSU and
SPSU were involved in the Tasek Utara Is-
sue. A fuad raising campaign organised
by SPSU in all its three campuses was fa-
irly successful. A total of 3$1,749 was
collected from Students and staff, and
subsequently sent across the causeway. On
18th September, about 70 students from
USSU and SPSU forwarded an appeal to the
Malaysian High Commision for a reasonable
reply.

In November 1974, USSU and SPSU were joi-
ntly involved in the Retrenchment Resear-
ch Centre. This centre was set up to:--

1. gather information about retrenchment.

2. suggest some relevant alternatives to
the authority concerned

3. provide an immediate relief to the re-
trenched workers

4, suggest future action for the Students?
Union to follow

During the course of RRC work, USSU enco-
untered many obstacles. Firstly, the Chai-
rman of RRC, Tan Wah Piow (President ot
USSU), because of his involvement in the
American Marine lay-off case, was arrest-
ed and charged in court for ‘illegal asse-

mbly’ and ‘rioting’, a week after RRC was
set up. This action was followed by the
deportation of six other USSU councillors
These drastic action resultedin a series
of mass rallies of 3 to 4 thousand stude-
nts held in the BukitTimah Campus. ¥sSu
also officially called in a two-day bpoyc-
ott of lectures in protest of the drastic
action of the authorities. SPSU also held
similar rallies in its various campuses.

During the various issues, the authorities
concerned not only did not provide any
help but tried various ways to hinder st-
udents' effort. In 1975, the authorities
concerned with the administration of Sin-
gapore Polytechnic decided to separate
the Union fees from the tuition fees, wh-
ich is a violation of our Constitution.
The reluctant'service' of the Administra-
tion to collect Union fees from students
and other means, discouraged students fr-
om paying their Union fees, thus creating
a Financial Crisis in SPSU. In doing this
they hope to cripple the Students' Union
from functioning effectively. Their acti-
on however, did not deter the Students'
Union from striving towards the goal of
STRIVING FOR THE BETTERMENT OF THE MAJOR-
ITY - THE WORKING CLASS.

Yours in Students' Solidarity, ]
SINGAPORE PQLYTECHNIC STUDENTS' UNION
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